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» CBS Witness Says General Set Ceiling

By M. A. FARBER

. Cpl. Donald w. Blascak, an Army in- .
telligence officer who is still on active:

«duty, testified yesterday that he be-
med(ren Wﬂmimam C. Westmoreland
N a ce on enemy strength
,esumates in Vietnam in 196'I{hat led to
A& *‘corTupt” report for President John-
lm.

1 Colonel Blascak testified at General
«Westmoreland’s libel trial against CBS
»ib Federal District Court in Manhattan |
‘that the 25-page report should have
-enémy cirength at 500,000 to 600,000, '
1twice what it reported, and should have '
‘%ncluded the. Vietcong's self-defense!
forces, i
+ David Boies, a lawyer for CBS, read’
*the colonel a seatence from the report
‘that said *‘current evidence does not
-¢nable us to estimate the present size”
rof self-defense forces,

* Q. Is that a true statement, sir?

‘* A.No, itisnot. It's a very carefully

' packaged. lie.

+ David M. Dorsen, a lawyer for Gen-
‘erai Westmoreland, leaped to his feet,
‘objecting. The answer was ordered
‘stricken by Judge Pierre N. Leval.

Assigoed to C.LA.

- Colonel Blascak was only the second
militaiy officer onactive duty to testify
‘in the 17-week-0ld trial, In 1967, the
‘colonel was on tem assignment
"t‘o u:x;lv:emﬁlmm affairs staff of the
Cen 'ntelligence Agency, where he
A et Samuel A.gAdams, aC.LA. analyst
‘who is now a defendant in the case,
Yesterday, Mr. Boies asked the colo- |
‘nel «— a lean, bespectacied figure with [
|An 1ron-gray crewcut — whether, at the
;lume, he had discussed with Mr. Adams
:his feelings about the estimate for the
'White House of Communist troop
‘strength.
* ““I do not relish the answer to this
Guestion. but ! must give it,” said Colo-
nel Blascak as an impassive Geperal
Westmoreland studied him from a few
’leet away.

-

Caoionel Blascak said he told Mr. {'
Adams that “at the very highest level” !
of the military command in Saigon
| “thiere had to have been a ceiling
placad on the numbers.”

Q. Did you teltlggx;;l.h.damsl wh?s ;ms :
resporsibie at ghest leve!

A.1find this very difficult, |

Q. I know you do, sir, but I must
ask the guestion. )

A. I believe and I told Sam Adams
that ! feit General Westmoreland had
placed a ceiling on tbe figures and
would not allow his analysts to raise
the estimate bigher than that figure.

General Westmoreland was com. -
mander of United States forces in Viet-
nara from 1964 to 1963. His $120 million
! suit was prompted by a 1882 CBS Re-
| ports dccumentary, “The Uncounted
Enemy: A Vietnam Deception,” for
wiuch Mr. Adams, who left the C.1.A.
in 1973, was & paid consultant.

Program Charged ‘Counspiracy’
The documentary charged that, for
political and public relations reasons
intended to show that the Vietnam War

was being won, the general’s command

; engaged in a “conspiracy” in 1967 to
i understate the size and nature of the
! North Vietnamese and Vietcong forces.

Over the objections of the C.I.A, the
rogram said, General Westmoreland
. had set an “arbitrary ceiling” of |
m&,jﬂo gn repomoﬁnsof enemy size,
mainly by rem the Vietcong’s
self-defense forces from the official
i of enemy known as the
order of battle and insisting that a cur-
rent number for them not be included
in the report.for the President.
General Westmoreland testified last
November that he deleted the Viet.
cong's self-defense forces because he
believed they posed no offensive threat
and could not be counted accurately
and because their inclusion in the order

of battle at'a high number would mis-
lead Washington ‘and the press about

jthe real might of the ~memy. Those

forces had been rewly estimated in -

;1967 at 120,000 — an incre~_ :n paper, 3
1if not in the field, of 50,000,

The only previous military witness at
this trial who is not retired was Col.
John F. Stewart, who testified for Gen-
eral Westmoreland. Colonel Stewart,
who served in Vietnam in 1967, is now
the head of an intelligence unit at Fort
Bragg, N.C. .

Colonel Blascak, who has served 28
years in the Army, is now the senior in-
telligence officer for V Corps, stationed
in Frankfurt. He served twice in Viet-
nam, in 1962 and 1965, and, during his
dutyatC.I.LA. h rs in Langley,
Va. between 1966 and 1968, made a half-
dozen visits to the war zone.

For three years following that as-
signment, while General Westmore-
land was Army Chief of Staff, Colonel
Blaslcuz; was an executive “:li:?n(;g
intelligence management to . :
Joseph A. McChristian, then the Ar-
my's chief of intelligence. General
Mc:Chnl istian — wmbgo;:es Geneef ral West-
moreland’s inte chief in Saigon
from July 1965 to June 1967 — is sched- -
uled to testifyfor CBS today.

! day that intelligence estimates of
_enemy strength demanded ‘‘total in-
' tegrity’’ and should be completely free

of ““political considerations.”

During 1967, he said, he contributed

to the preparation of the special report

“for President Johnson, working closely

/A with Mr. Adams and George W. Allen,

who was then deputy chief of Vietnam-

‘ese affairs for the C.I.A. and who re-
cently testified for CBS.

“It was a very small office in terms

Colonel Blascak told the jury yester- "

of real estate, and it was difficult to

avoid anybody even if you might have |
wanted to,” Colonel Blascak said. “We
were tight.”

The colonel described Mr. Adams as -
possessing ‘‘integrity and homesty I
have seen in few men since.” Mr.

1

Allen, he said, “had only sugl‘xtly,}as
time in Vietnam than Ho Chi Minh.
Colone] Blascak said that, like Mr.

.Adams and Mr. Allen, he believed the

part-time, hamlet-based seli-defeme‘
forces, who wore civilian clothes;
caused thousands of American casual-

ps
arms. Those forces, he said

'“weretheabéolmebaseo{'thelnsur:

O An "i.s uchi!kemice'

“An insurgency is m -
berg,” the colonel testified. *Only th:
top of it protrudes from the top of the
water. The rest of it is not easily seen,
but it’s there and it’s the element that
gives you the most contentious prob-

lem because it’s everywhere.” .
Colonel Blascak said he knew of no
intelligence that the re-
moval of the self-defense forces from
the order of battle in 1967, *‘To the con-
trary,” he said. He said the estimate
for the Pmidentb; l'ivihich wa!; uit-
mately approved chard Helms,
the Dizector of Central Intelligence —
“did not convey an honest, truthful
meaning” and served “a terribly dis-
useful function” by failing to alert the :
White House to enemy capabilities.
During cross-examination by - Mr.
Dorsen, Colonel Blascak seemed
combative and impatient. When Mr.
Dorsen asked him whether he recalled

certain enem

know what a recollection is. I'm telling

you that the bottom line was 298,000,

and that was 200,000 too low.”
Colonel Blascak conceded that
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